



AGCO CONCERTS PEC. 11,19 & 21 SEE pace 


CAY MEN'S CHORUS CONCERTS DEC. 17,22 see pace ? 


DREAM COME TRUE FUNDRAISER AT 
DIAMONZ, PEC. 10 -- SHOWTIME 10PM 


RENAISSANCE HOLIDAY 
PARTY AND DANCE AT MCC 
DEC. 11 SEE PACE 3 


GLBT ACTIVIST LIZ BRADBURY 
ELECTED VICE CHAIR OF ALLENTOWN 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 


j^MCC 


THE METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
INVITES YOU TO ITS 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
CANDLELICHT1 
SERVICE AT 7 PM 

ANDTOA 

CHRISTMAS 

DAY POTLUCK 

AT NOON 


ANTI-CLBT BIRMELIN 
AMENDMENTS FAIL 

The anti-gay Birmelin and McNaughton Amendments were withdrawn 
from State Senate Bill 296. The bill, which had nothing to do with GLBT 
rights, passed the State House unanimously. This was the positive 
result of the incredible grassroots effort and constituent contact 
generated by PA-GALA, the Center for Gay and Lesbian Civil Rights, 
SPARC and many other groups working to stop these amendments. 
Unfortunately, legislative efforts to pass a Pennsylvania Constitutional 
Amendment banning same-sex marriage are expected to begin when 
the new legislature takes office in January. 


LOCAL ACTIVIST SHAWN MAZZATA SNACS 
A PHOTO OP WITH ALEXANDER THE CREAT STAR 
COLIN FARRELL - PHOTO W STEVE LIBBY 
READ STEVE'S REVIEW OF THE MOVIE - PACE 5 
& SCOTT LAUBNERS BIO OF ALEXANDER - PACE 6 


LBT Infoline 

(greater /.eki^k l/ak’k'eg,, 


610-HELP-123 

610-435-7123 


BECINS DECEMBER 1ST 

CALL MON DAY THRO FRIDAY 6PM - 9PM 
READ ABOUT IT ON PACE 6 


»B 


FACT'S 18th Annual Snow Ball is Sunday, December 5, at the 
Radison Hotel, Main Street, Bethlehem . Cocktail hour 5pm 
Presentations 6pm. Dinner 6:30. Entertainment provided by "Ofl 
Center." Silent Auction, Cash Bar. Reservations and 
Information: FACT PO Box 1028 Allentown, PA 18105. 610- 
820-5519 www.factlv.ora 









































"WAa.tU *7A 

aMcmJ. a*tx& 

I Dear WTA: Did anything good happen in this election? 

|Signed,Am I Blue 

I Dear Blue, Yeah...we won this state. PA, Lehigh, 
I Northampton, Montgomery and Bucks counties went Blue. So 
I did every Allentown ward (except for one or maybe two). Hey, 
| we arenl in charge of OHIO. Our state did the right thing. 

And all the PA-GALA endorsed LV State Representatives won 
I their elections. Be happy about that. Allyson Schwartz won her 
I race for Congress in the Bucks County area. She supports 
|GLBT rights. 

Down in Dallas Texas, an out lesbian won her race for Sheriff. 
And the most anti-gay law in the country, which prohibited the 
I city of Cincinnati, Ohio from enacting Non-Discrimination laws 
I for GLBT citizens, was overturned by fair minded voters. So be 
I happy about that and rememberthat things can change. 

I Dear WTA: Same-sex marriage took quite a hit in the election. 
I What do you think will be the next good news? Signed, 
I Wanting to get legal. 

I Dear Legal: OK, here's our prediction, and remeberyou heard 
lit here first:VGP predictes NY State will be the next to legalize 
I same-sex marriage. 


VALLEY CAY PRESS 

Publisher, Managing Editor -Liz Bradbury 
Publisher, Editor -Patrica Sullivan 
Columnists: Liz Bradbury, Patricia Sullivan, Denise McKelvey Ruby 
Zebu, Donnie and Earl Snyder Stephen Libby Scott Laubner 

Valley Gay Press - The Lehigh Valleys Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & 

I Transgender Community Opinion and Newspaper (VGP)operates 
as part of Pennsylvania Diversity Network VGP owns the copyright 
I to its articles and columns. No part may be reproduced without writtei 
i permission of the Publisher VGP offers free copies for direct mail and 
hand-out distribution to Lehigh \Alley area not-for-profit organizations 
and businesses. The opinions expressed by columnists are their own 
and should not be attributed to this paper 

Organizations that have VGPs for hand-out distribution : 

Metropolitan Community Church of The Lehigh Valley 

1901 S. 12th Street, Allentown 610-709-8800 
PFLAG Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
Allentown 610.967.5219 HTTP://wwweastern-papflag.org/ 
Pride House at Muhlenberg College, Allentown 
19th Street Theater-- 527 N 19th St. Allentown 
Unitarian Universalist Church of the Lehigh Valley (UUCLV) 

- 424 Center St., Bethlehem 
Haven GLBTA Youth Group at UUCIV 

_ have VGPs foi 

DiamonzTtfghtclub -1913 W. Broad St., Bethlehem 

Stonewall Bar- 28-30 N. 10th St., Allentown 
Candida’s - 247 N. 12th St., Allentown 
Analisa’s Coffee Shop - N. 19th St. 

Monthjy Direct Mail Distribution 


GALA, send $20 for an individual membership or $35 for a family 
membership to: FA-GALA PO Box 20825 Lehigh Vblley, PA 18002 


Mail to:PO Box 22902 Lehigh \6lley, PA 18002 Phone: 610-432-5449 
Email: Liztrish@aol.comTo arrange for your group or organization to 
receive copies to distribute, contact VGP Some restrictions apply 


RAC$TO RICHES 
JAKE THE FIRST STEP 

Juf, jbetttie. McKelueif, 

Dear Denise, My partner and I are about to retire. How will 
planning for our retirement and estate planning be different from 
a legally marriedcouple? Signed, Finally, Free Time 

Dear Free Time, Retirement planning involves many steps, 
quantifying goals, time frames and savings amounts. The 
process requires thought about what your retirement goals are 
and attaching real numbers to those goals. Although retirement 
planning can be a daunting task,especially for members of the 
lesbian and gay community. Consider these points: 

a. . Defined benefit plan. If you or your partner has had a 
traditional employer pension, called a defined benefit plan, you 
or your partner will not be treated as a surviving spouse under 
current law. Before the benefits are scheduled to begin, decide 
how best to withdraw benefits to protect both of you. Should the 
person covered by the plan die before benefits begin, the 
surviving partner may not be entitled to survivor benefits. If a 
pension plan is a significantcomponentof you and your partner's 
retirement planning, this may create additional risk for both of 
you. To further protect yourselves, consider additional life 
insurance. 

b. . Social Security. Social Security does not cover spousal or 
survivor benefits for gay couples. In addition, many employer- 
sponsored retirement plans take expected Social Security 
benefits into account. This is a significant area of exposure for 
lesbian and gay couples. Again, life insurance may be of help in 
this situation. 

c.. 401 (k)s, 403(b)s and IRA's. In the case of people with 
traditional retirement plans, give careful consideration to 
withdrawals after you retire. Be certain the withdrawal schedule 
you choose protects your partner if you die prematurely. 

d. . Beneficiaries. Gay and lesbian couples need to be sure that 
beneficiary designations let them protect each other financially 
while still reducing estate and income taxes. This can be harder 
to accomplish than it sounds. 

e. . Estate planning. Most people appreciate the importance of 
basic estate planning to ensure an orderly distribution of their 
assets when they pass away. However, most do not considerthe 
tax aspects of estate planning. Federal Estate taxes will increase 
to $1 million by year 2007. More people are going to face this 
estate tax bill than realize it. 

Legally married couples are able to defer estate taxes until after 
the second spouse dies. Because legal marriage is not possible 
for gay couples, once the first partner passes away, the surviving 
partner may have the opportunity to share the estate tax with 
the federal government. Establish a basic estate plan. Be sure 
you have the fundamentals covered with an attorney, then 
discuss estate-planning strategies to determine what will work 
best for you and your partner. 

Denise McKelvey. CFS is a financial advisor for American Express Financial 
Advisors located at 5100 Tilghman Street Suite 170 Allentown PA 18104. Please mail 
or email questions to denise.m.mckelvey@aexp.com. Information contained in this 
jirticlema^notb^suitablefon^oursgeci^^ 

VFP TO V4P NAME CHANCE 

Valley Free Press - The Lehigh Valley's Gay and Lesbian 
Opinion and Newspaper(VFP) has changed its name to the... 


[Currently the Pennsylvania Gay and LesbiarvAlliance (PA-GALA) mails c p f T L Lehioh Valiev's Gav Lesbian Bisexual 

I '^.Valley Ga* Press ,o its members.To.become a member o. W- 1 BlSexual 

This is a more inclusive name and will more strongly establish 
that this paper is GLBT and not mainstream. The recent political 


set backs in this country, have made some people step back from 
their GLBT identities. We don't feel that will ultimately further our 
civil rights. So we decided to take a step forward. 


















AVER 


rOUTH CROUP 

^AVEN MEETINGS : every 
/Wednesday from 7:00 - 9:00PM at 
I the Unitarian Universalist Church, 
1 424 Center Street, Bethlehem. 
r Meetings are open to GLBTAQ youth 
ages 14 - 20. For information: 
' havenyouthgroup@hotmail.com or 
'610-868-2153. 


PFLAG TIMES 

PFLAG - Parents, Families & Friends of 
Lesbians & Gays, www.eastern-pa- 
pflag.org. e-mail:info@eastern-pa- 
pflag.org. Meeting locations: LV - 1st 
f Tues., 1st Pres. Church, Allentown. 610 
/ 967-5219. Reading - 3rd Tues., Unitarian 
/Universalist Church, Reading. 610-967- 
5219. Monroe - 1st Wed., Eastern Monroe 
Public Library, Stroudsburg. 570-620-1234. 

Upcoming Meeting Dates: 

Allentown: Dec. 7, Jan. 4, Feb. 1 
Monroe: Dec. 8, Jan. 5, Feb. 2 
Reading: Dec.- no meeting , Jan. 18, Feb.15 


ACCO CONCERTS 

1 ACCO, a chorus celebrating women, will 
perform on December 11 - 8:00pm Jim 
VThorpe Opera House. Directions can be 
\found on the Jim Thorpe Artists Music 
Series website. December 21st - 7:30 
pm, 13th Annual Winter Solstice Concert, 
i Christ Lutheran Church, 13th and 
Hamilton St., Allentown. Admission - 
$12.00, Seniors/Children -$6.00. Call 
610-252-8470 for tickets. And on Dec. 19 
r 10:30 Service at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of the Lehigh Valley. 


CLORA EVENTS 

GLORA ( The Gay and Lesbian 
Organization of Reading and Allentown) 
will celebrate New Year’s Eve in Alburtis 
with a potluck. For more information 
and/or directions contact 
GLORA2004@aol.com. GLORA 
members plan fun events in locations 
around the Lehigh Valley throughout the 
year. To sponsor an event or to join 
GLORAand receive their newsletter, write 
GLORA, PO Box 541, Bethlehem, PA 
18016-0541. 


STEVI E Z 

[’Allentown's own Stevie Z is scheduled to 
appear on Friday Dec 10 at the 
MooseLounge at Club Stonewall in 
(Allentown. No cover charge. Tips for 
November went to the MCC Building Fund. 
I Watch for updates to Stevie's schedule at: 
http ^/steviez^a^lrimd^com/. 


BARNES & NOBLE 

CAY & LEBSIAN BOOKCLUB 

The selection for Thursday, December 
9, is “Oscar Wilde Fairy Tales”. Known 
for his acerbic, witty plays and urbane 
nonfiction, Wilde was also a master of 
the fairy tale. Be sure to join the 
discussion. 

For January 13, the selection will be 
E. Lynn Harris' "Invisible Life," about a 
young man's coming of age, being black 
and becoming more and more 
conscious of sexual feelings that he 
knew weren't "right." This book has been 
hailed as "one of the most thought- 
provoking books since James 
Baldwin's ‘AnotherCountry’.” 

All meetings begin a 7:30 pm, are in 
the Cafe, and each participant will 
receive a complimentary beverage. 
Questions? Suggestions? Please 
contact Barnes and Noble at: 
crm2636@bn.com. 


CAY MEN'S CHORUS 

The Lehigh Valley Gay Men's Chorus 
will present a holiday concert at 10:30 
PM on December 17, at Rainbow 
Mountain in Marshalls Creek, PA and at 
10:30 PM on December 22, in the 
Moose Lounge at the Stonewall in 
Allentown. Visit the LVGMC website, 
www.lvgmc.org, for information on 
upcoming appearancesin 2005. 

Join the LVGMC: The Lehigh Valley 
Gay Men's Chorus cordially invites 
members of the community to become 
involved with the chorus as a non¬ 
signing or singing member. Contact the 
LVGMC via e-mail (info@lvgmc.org), or 
phone (610-366-3320). 


CLOSS ACTIVITIES 
FOR DECEMBER 

Bowling: Friday, December 10 @ 
8:30pmRose Bowl, 15th St & Sumner 
Ave, Allentown 

Pinochle: Friday, December 17 @ 
7:00pm Full Circle Bodyworks, 827 
Jackson St, Allentown Please call Mary 
at 610-820-0788 by Wednesday prior. 

Game Night: Saturday, December 18 
@ 7:00pm. MetropolitanComm.Church 
1901 S. 12th St, Allentown 
New racquetball group forming for 
women. If you are interested contact 
GLOSS. 

For more informationon GLOSS: 
Phone: 610-434-2966, Email: 
lnfo@gloss.org, Web: www.gloss.org 


RENAISSANCE 

DANCE 

Renaissance Annual Holiday Party & 
Dance - YOU ARE CORDIALLY 
INVITED, December 11, 7 p.m. at 
MCCLV. Covered dish affair, bring your 
favorite dish and yourself. $5 cover 
charge, Dance dj'ed by *Saraand Lynn'. 

MCCLV is located in the Merchants 
Square Mall. 1901 South 12th Street, 
Room 208, Allentown, 18103 610-709- 
8800 


OPENLY CAY 
COORDINATOR AT 
BUCKS COM. COLLECE 

The Upper County Campus of Bucks 
County Community College in Perkasie, 
PA. announcesits new Coordinator of 
Student Services. Jim Fillman has 
recently accepted the new full-time 
position of Coordinator of Student 
Services. Jim holds a master's degree in 
counseling from Rider University and a 
Bachelor's degree in Humanities from 
DeSales University. Jim Fillman, an 
openly gay administrator and instructor, 
welcomes area GLBT students to the 
Perkasie campus and hopes GLBT 
students and faculty will make 
themselves known to him for future 
collaborationand programs. 


MCCLV EVENTS 

MCCLV Game Nights, 1st and 3rd 
Saturdays of EVERY month, 7 p.m. at the 
church. Bring a snack to share and join in 
the fun. 

MCCLV Movie Nights, 4th Saturday of 
EVERY month, 7 p.m. at the church. 
Enjoy an evening together to watch 
contemporary or classic movies. 

MCCLV National Freedom to Marry 
Day Events - Courthouse Same-Sex 
Marriage Action Day, Friday, February 
11, Noon. More details forthcoming. Are 
you a supporter of Same-Sex Marriage? 
Do you believe in marriage equality? Do 
you want to tell your grandchildren that 
you took a stand for justice? Please plan 
to take the day off of work and support 
non-discriminationin marriage. 

National Freedom to Marry Day 
Worship Service, Reception and 
Dance — Saturday, February 12, 5 p.m. 
at the church. A sacred celebration of 
marriage with clergy representatives 
from a variety of religious institutions. 

MCCLV Celebrates the life of Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 10:30 a.m. 
and 6:00 p.m. worship services, Sunday, 
January 16, 
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CALENDAR 

AA -AA meetinss on Wednesdays at MCCLV, 
Begin at 7:30pm 

ACCO-A Chorus Celebrating Women, 

AIDS Outreach-112 N. 5th St. Allentt 
610.435.8424 
AIDSWALK- AIDSWALK Lehigh Valley - 
610.974.8701 www.regiononline.com/lvaids 
ASC-AIDSServiceCenter610.974.8701 
All Together Now - Supportive Ecumenica 
Christians, 610-398-1286, bluemountain @ 
entermail.net 

BMA- Bucks/Montgomery Alliance for Gay anc 
Lesbian Concerns 215-529-0360 
B&N- Barnes and Noble Gay&Lesbian Bool- 
Club, White Hall store, Monthly, 7:00pm 
CIVIC and 19th St. Theater, 527 N 19th St, 610 
432-8943, <.civictheater,com> 

CUUPS - (Covenenat of Unitarian Universalis 
Pagans) every 4th Sunday at noon at the 
UUCLV. uuclv_cuups@yahoogroups.com. 
Enigma Players--qacres@prolog.net 
equal @agere- email: equal @ agere.com 
FACT- Fighting AIDS Continuously Togethe 
610.820.5519 
GLEE atAir Products 

GLISN- at Dun & Bradstreet, 
<vagranthollow.com/GLISN/> 

GLORA- Gay and Lesbian Organization 
of Reading and Allentown (Social gatherings, 
various dates) Newsletter- The Tassle. Write to: 
GLORA, PO Box 541, Bethlehem, PA 18016- 
0541, email- GLORA2004 @ aol.com 
GLOSS - Gay and Lesbian Organized Sports 
Society, P.O.Box21862 Lehigh Valley, PA 18002 
610.434.2966. 

GLOW-at PPL 

HAVEN GLBT Youth Group of theUUCLV- 
call:6 1 0-8 6 8 - 2 1 5 3, email: 
havenyouthgroup® hotmail.com 
HMFF-Hope Ministry Family Fellowship, 
Sundays, 11 am, Open Space Gallery, 931 
Hamilton St. 610-791-0716 
Integrity- Lesbian & Gay Episcopalians Family 
& Friends meets quarterly. 610-758-8642 
gamba.guy @ verizon.net" 

INTERWEAVE - GLBTAI group at the UUCLV. 
3rd Sundays.. lnterweave_UUCLV@ yahoo 
groups..com. www.uuclvpa.org 610-866-7652. 
LVGMC -Lehigh Valley Gay Men’s Chorus, 
email:info®lvmgc.org, <www.lvgmc.org> 
610-366-3320, rehearsals: Wesley United 
Methodist Church, 2540 Center St., Bethlehem 
Lehigh Valley Transsexual Coalition- 610 
997-5474, humanrights4all@aol.com, 610-814- 
0530 james30338874@aol.com 
MCC - Metropolitian Community Church 
Merchants Square Mall, 1901 S. 12th Street, 
Allentown Services: 10:30am & 6pm, mcclehigh 
valley® yahoo.com, http://www.mcclv.org 610- 
709-8800 

NCC- Northampton Community College GLB 
Student Union, 610.861.5541 (#1386) or 882- 
2531 

19th St & Civic Theatre - 610.432.8943 
Out There-Students at Cedar Crest College 
O VOM- LV Documentary Film Org. 

PA-GALA - PA Gay And Lesbian Alliance for 
Political Action, (Candidate Info Booklet, & 
Political Lobbying) For membership: send $20 
to: P.O.Box 20825 Lehigh Valley 18002 
610.432.5449 pa-gala.org 
PARENTS- GLBT parent's group: 610-262-2519 
PFLAG - LV Parents Families & Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays, 1st Tues. 1st Pres. Church 
Allentown 610.967.5219 
< HTT P ://www. easte r n-pa - pf lag. o rg/> 

Pride - Pride of the Greater Lehigh Valley, (Pride 
Festival) 61 0.770.6200, email: 
<info@ prideglv.org>, <www.pridelv.org> 
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QuEST - Student group at Lafayette College , 
<QuEST_Lafayette @ hotmail.com> 
Quakers-Lehigh Valley Friends Meeting-Route ! 
512 1/2 mi. North of Rte 22 Bethlehem, FA. 
Worship at 9:30 am. (610)691-3411. 

RAA- Rainbow AA meetings, Mon. &Thurs. 

At 16th and Turner. 

Ren- Renaissance Transgendered Assoc., 

Meets at MCCLV renlv.org 

Rainbow Space - Muhlenberg College 

Organization 610.821.3244 

Reading P-FLAG- 610-967-5219 

Safe Space- At Lehigh U. 610.758.5973 

Saint John's Lutheran Church- A welcoming, 

gay affirming church, 32 S. 5th st. Allentown 

610.435.1587 

SoftbalF-(Women's) call Diamonz, 610.865.1028 
Spectrum- at Lehigh Univ., 610.758.5973 
T.O. - Theatre Outlet-29 Nth 9th St, Allentown, 
610-820-9270. 

Unity- 26 N. 3rd St. Emmaus, 767-4417 
UUCLV - Unitarian Universalist Church LV, 424 
Center St., Bethlehem, 18018 610.866.7652. 

VGP - Valley Gay Press, 610.432.5449, 
liztrish@aol.com 

VYH - Valley Youth House for emotionally 
troubledGLBT youth 610.432.6481 
Wachovia-GALEA- Gay And Lesbian Employee 
Association. Contact GALEA @ Wachovia.com 
WDIY - WDIY - 88.1 fm 93.9 fm Sat. 6:00 pm This 
Way Out, Assorted Women 6:30 pm. 610-694- 
8100.88. 

SPECIA L UPCOMING EVENTS 

CLBT YOUTH CROUP 
HAVEN - WEDNESDAYS 
LV PFLAC - 1ST TUESDAYS 
MONROE PFLAC-1ST WEDS 
READINC - PFLAC 3RD TUESDAYS 
CLOSS VOLLEYBALL -TUESDAYS 
CLOSS TENNIS - SUNDAYS 
CLOSS RACQUETBALL-TUES & SATS 
CLOSS BOWLINC - 2ND FRIDAYS 
MCC STORIES-LAST FRIDAYS 
MCC CAME NICHTS-1ST & 3RDSATS 
MCC MOVIE NICHTS - 4TH SAT 
INTERWEAVE - 3RD SUNDAYS 

DEC 1 - CLBT INFOLINE BECINS 
DEC 5 - FACT SNOWBALL 
DEC 5 - CLORA DINNER 
DEC 7 - ALLENTOWN PFLAC 
DEC 8 - MONROE PFLAC 
DEC 9 - B&N CLBT BOOKCLUB 
DEC lO -STEVIEZ @ MOOSELOUNCE 
DEC lO - CLOSS BOWLINC 
DEC 11 - ACCO CONCERT 
DEC 11 - RENAISSANCE DANCE 
DEC 17 - LVCMC CONCERT 
DEC 17 - CLOSS PINOCHLE 
DEC 18 - CLOSS CAME NICHT 
DEC 19 - ACCO CONCERT 
DEC 19-PRIDE BENEFIT 
DEC 21 - ACCO WINTER SOLSTICE 
DEC 22 - LVCMC CONCERT 
DEC 24-MCC SERVICE 
DEC 25-MCC POTLUCK 
DEC 31 - CLORA POTLUCK 
JAN 4 - ALLENTOWN PFLAC 
JAN 5 - MONROE PFLAC 
JAN 7 - ROBERTA MEEK 
JAN 13 - B&N CLBT BOOKCLUB 
JAN 15 - B&N PRIDE BENEFIT 
JAN 16 - MCC MLK SERVICE 
JAN 18 - READINC PFLAC 
JAN 23 - INTERWEAVE FORUM 
FEB 1 - ALLENTOWN PFLAC 
FEB 2 - MONROE PFLAC 
FEB 11 - MCCLV MARRIACE ACTION 
FEB 12 - MCC FTMD DANCE 
FEB 15 - READINC PFLAC 
JUNE 19 - PRIDE IN THE PA RK 

INFORMATION SUBJECT 
TO CHANCE! 

TO POST INFO: 
610-452-5449 
LIZTRISH@AOL.COM 


|aV PRIDE INFORMATION 

“THE KING AND HIS PRIDE” BENEFIT 
| SHOWCASE 

Apollo, the 2004 King of Pride and 
I members of the Pride Board of Directors 
will take center stage on Sunday, 
December 19 at Diamonz Nightclub in 
Bethlehem. Come see Constance Kristofik, 
Brad Wentz, Alan Williams, Tim Chadwick 
and others drag it up with Apollo and other 
featured entertainers. A $5 door cover 
benefits Pride of the Greater Lehigh Valley. 
The event is for ages 18+. Visit 
www.prideglv.org/ events.htm for show 
time and more details. 
PRIDEINTHEPARK2005 
Pride announces the appointment of Jim 
Lipsky as Pride in the Park 2005 Event 
Chairperson. The Cedar Beach Park event 
will be Sunday, June 19. People can work 
on the Pride Celebration with varying 
degrees of time commitment, to volunteer 
I contact festival chairperson, Jim Lipsky at 
I jlipsky@prideglv.org for information. 


THE 2005 PRIDE PASS 

Celebrate savings with the 2004 Pride Pass 
distributed exclusively by Pride of the 
Greater Lehigh Valley. It’s been redesigned 
into a small plastic key-ring tag. Just use the 
card at participating merchants and receive 
a discount. All merchant offers will be listed 
at www.thepridepass.com, and in print and 
electronic publications. Cards are $10.00 
each. Merchants interested in participating 
or to purchase a card, contact Pride at 
info@prideglv.org. 

BARNES & NOBLE BOOKFAIR AND 
BOOK SIGNING TO BENEFITPRIDE 

Meet author Diane Ayres at a 3pm book 
signing of her debut novel “Other Girls,” and 
support Pride! Join Pride and Barnes and 
Noble, Saturday, January 15,2005, at 2590 
MacArthur Road. Get a Pride bookfair 
voucher at www.prideglv.org. Pride will 
receive a portion of ALL purchases made on 
each sale with a redeemed voucher. See 
www.dianeayres.com for information on 
this talented author. 


RANTS & RAVES BY STEPHEN T. LIBBY 

| COLINTHE C RE AT& ALEX AND ERTH E SISSY 

Okay, let me start this column by declaring my undying love for Colin Farrell. I absolutely 
I love that he curses like a pirate, smokes like a chimney and drinks like a fish. He is the 
epitome of the classic bad boy. And I lay claim to him, as I turned you all on to him prior to 
his first movie, Tigerland. When I'm done with him, he's yours. Warning: there may not be 
much left. This may be the only unconditional love of my life. I have references to verify 
that statement. No matter what wrongs he may commit in his life and/or career, I will stand 
| by his side and/or drop to my knees if requested. 

It's a good thing I'm so forgiving (hmm, I seem to have misplaced those references), 
I because Colin and Oliver Stone have created Alexander the Sissy. Colin's Alexander 
cries more than a soap opera actress. People die, he cries. His mother yells, he cries. The 
| weatherchanges, he cries. This was the most un-Colin role I have seen Mr. Farrell in. 

To be completely honest I saw Alex just an hour ago (Sunday) after hearing scathing 
I reviews since it opened Wednesday. The reason I felt obligated to see it, was because 
Scott is doing Great's biography in his column this month. I had been dreading the 
proposition since hearing the bad notices. I thought about telling LizTrish & Scott that I 
was more of a Gingus Khan kinda guy than ATG. I knew they wouldn't buy that. I mean 
c'mon, who’s gonna choose Gingus over Alexander? Certainly not Jared Leto who plays 
Alexander's boyhood-through-adultlove interest. To Oliver Stone's credit, he did not shy 
away from the homo-text. There is full on-the-mouth kissing, declaring of love and life to 
each other, and so many longing glances and man2man contact I almost forgave the 
crappy script, Anthony Hopkins' baaaaaaad hair and the worst accents (Colin's Irish 
| brogue-makes-uncreditedand unexpected cameos, and I believe Angelina Jolie thought 
she was auditioning for Oliver Stone's Vampira). Also of interest: a backside shot where 
I the family jewels get about two seconds of screen time. 

There are many parallels to the current Bush administration, including a son avenging 
I his father's short-comings, a leader who feels he is liberating the masses with each 
defeat and an Oedipus complex. The movie, like both Bush administrations, is 
eraptacu la r (still a little bitter regarding the poor taste of Ohio). Yet it was very satisfying 
to see Alexander had not been de-gayed, or "straightened up," as Brad Pitfs Troy was 
earlier this year. So three of us sat through 3+ hrs., that I will never get back. If you must 
see it for the homo scenes, treat yourself to The Motorcycle Diaries or Bad Education 
| soon after, so your senses don't feel betrayed. 

On the flip side, let me share a recent ultra- superlicious experience, due to the release 
I of this same film. My spouse Shawn and I were fortunate enough to meet Mr. Hottie 
Farrell twice while in NYC recently (see page 1!!!). He was sexy, hot, gorgeous, 
handsome, kind, approachable, and accommodating (not that way, but don't think I didn't 
| ask). He signed a few autographsand even cursed for us. It was Pekin' sweet!! 

Some don't misses for December include: Finding Neverland and The Incredibles. I'm 
I still promoting Arrested Development and Desperate Housewives (conveniently both on 
Sunday night). For music, check out U2's How to Dismantle an Atomic Bomb and my 
holiday favorite, the South Park Christmas CD. Speaking of... Happy Holidays to all and 
to all a good night. See ya in 2005. Repeat after me: Just 3 years and 11 months to a new 
| president!!! Smooches, Steve. 



















GETTING THE FACTC STRAIGHT ON GAY PARENTS) 

J As openly gay and lesbian parenting becomes more prevalent, 
(there are more known cases which can be used in studies of 
I same-sex parents and their children. These studies show that 
I the negative stigmas associated with gay and lesbian parents 
I are based on assumptions and fears but not on real evidence. In 
I fact, the real evidence will help to destroy those stigmas which 
I can cause prejudices in the court system, the legislature and 
| general society. 

Decades ago when homosexuality was classified a mental 
I illness, the assumption was made that a child's sexual and 
social developmentwould be hindered by gay or lesbian parents 
I and so, those parents were deemed unfit. But for over twenty- 
I five years the psychiatric, psychological and social-work 
I professions have considered homosexualitya normal condition. 

I Subsequent research is proving gay men and lesbians to not 
I only be fit parents but that their children are developing quite 
| well. 

Studies have found that most gay and lesbian couples divide 
I many professional, household and parenting responsibilities 
evenly; thus, each parent plays an integral role in the life and 
development of the child. Not only does the child have two 
I parents but those parents each tend to devote time, energy and 
I love to the child. Many gay and lesbian parents have longed for 
I a child to become the top priority in their life - how lucky for both 
| the parentsand children. 

Other research has revolved around the developing sexual 
I identity of the children of same-sex parents. Fears that these 
I children would have gender identity problems, sex-role 
1 confusion, confusion about sexual orientation, or other 
behavioral problems and possibly be subjected to sexual abuse, 

| have been disproved by facts. 

Studies are showing that children of same-sex parents 
I develop their gender identity (how they self-identify as male or 
I female), their sexual identity (gay, lesbian, bisexual, straight) 
land their sex roles (their preference for certain gender 
1 associated activities) no differently than the children of 
I opposite-sex parents. There is also no empirical evidence 
| suggesting that the behavioral and social development is any 
different for children of same-sex parents. Most importantly 
there is no basis for any fear that sexual abuse will be more likely 
I to occur in the lives of these children. In fact, statistics show that 
| most perpetratorsof sexual abuse self-identify as straight. 

A study, published in the Journal of Child Development, 
[sampled a large group of US 12 to 18 year olds, measuring 
| psychological well-being, romantic relationships and behavior 
in school. It found no notable differences with respect to anxiety, 

I depression, sexual activity, self-esteem and school grades in 
I teens raised by two moms as compared with those raised by 
] heterosexual parents. 

In summary, research has found there really is no difference in 
I children raised by same-sex parents, compared to those raised 
I by opposite-sex parents. We all must continue to work for a time 
I when ignorance on this issue is replaced by facts, knowledge 
| and truth. 

Further information regarding these studies can be found at the 
[American Psychological Association web site at 
| www.apa.org<http://wwwapa.org/>. 
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ALEXANDER ✓ -A 

Last month Oliver Stone’s biopic film Alexander " 
revisited the public’s fascination with this larger ^ 
than life figure from antiquity. 

His private life should be especially fascinating and relevantto 
modern gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered readers. That 
is because it was assumed by ancient authors that the 
conqueror was "light in the sandals." Alexander the Great 
sounds more like Alexanderthe Absolutely Fabulousto me. 

Alexander was born in 356 B.C.E. on the fringes of Greece, in 
a half barbarian kingdom called Macedonia. His father was 
Philip II; his mother was Olympias, a princess and priestess 
from Epirus. While still a young man, Alexander became close 
friends with Hephaestion the son of a Macedonian nobleman. 
The ancient writers say Alexander possessed large blue eyes; 
thick, curly reddish brown hair; and a short slender frame, like a 
swimmer’s build. Think Sting when he was with the Police. 
Hepaestion was the tall, dark, and handsome type. More 
muscular than Alexander, he had straight black hair and walnut 
brown eyes. When the time came for the invasion of the Persian 
Empire, Hephaestion was right with Alexander, serving as a 
senior military officer. 

At the Battle of Gaugamela in 331 B.C.E., the Persian army 
under King Darius III was utterly routed. So complete was 
Alexander’s victory that Darius fled leaving behind his baggage 
train and his entourage. Among his entourage was the King’s 
mother. When Alexander and Hephaestion entered the 
woman’s tent she begged for mercy, but because Hephaestion 
was taller and more muscular than Alexander she thought he 
was the conqueror and begged for her life from him. When a 
servant told her of her error she was terrified that she had 
sealed her fate. But Alexander took her hand and said “No, no 
good woman, for he too is Alexander.” For the rest of their lives 
the queen mother was treated like a surrogate mother by the 
two men. 

While in Hamadan, Hepaestion took ill. He died and 
Alexander’s grief knew no bounds. Alexander lay with the body 
for twenty four hours refusing all food, drink or sleep. When he 
finally was persuaded to leave the body with attendants, he had 
the attending physician crucified. He ordered horse’s manes 
and tails to be cut as a sign of mourning. 

A funeral pyre, five stories high, was built in Babylon and all the 
provinces of Alexander's empire contributed to the massive 
funeral/spectacle. Alexander’s life went downhill after 
Hephaestion’sdeath and he too was dead within a year’s time. 


INFOLINE STARTS UP 

Pennsylvania Diversity Network (PDN) will begin its Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender (GLBT) Infoline service 
December 1. Callers will be able to dial 610-HELP-123 (610- 
435-7123) to receive information from professionally trained 
Infoline volunteers, Monday through Friday, 6p.m. to 9 p.m. The 
GLBT Infoline will provide referrals for healthcare, legal 
services and emergency situations, information on businesses, 
community events and will also serve as the link to a 
professionally trained core of volunteers who will, in the future, 
provide peer counseling. 

Sarah Kersh of the Crime Victim's Council trained the 
volunteers. Dr.Robert Roush is the GLBT Infoline Committee 
Chair. Liz Bradbury is PDN’s President. To find out more about 
the GLBT Infoline or PDN or to be a Infoline resource referral 
call 610-Help-123.M-F, 6-9pm or phone PDN: 610-432-5449. 
























LI 2 OUT LOUt> 

<HAN«$ A? 

The Morning Call asked me to write a Op-Ed 
on the same-sex marriage Constitutional 
Amendments. It seems they got an anti¬ 
marriage submission and wanted the other 
point of view. I wrote it. It should be in the Dec. 5th MCALL. 

In my editorial I also mentioned something that hadn’t been 
covered well by the media. On Nov. 2, not only did 11 states 
vote on a state Constitutional amendments to ban our right to 
legal marriage, but Alabama voters were asked to vote on 
whether or not to remove language from their Constitution 
that supports segregation in schools. That’s right, about 50 
years ago, the good people of AL voted to add an 
amendment to their Constitution that plainly said that 
“colored children” were not guaranteed the right to an 
education in that state. It's sickening isn’t it? Well, here’s 
something that’s even more sickening, the vote count has 
just been announced and the people of AL, on Nov. 2, 2004, 
decided they should just keep that little segregation item 
firmly nestled in their Constitution. Yep, it’s just too soon for 
Alabamans to formally end segregation. Of course federal 
law disallows segregation in any US school, including the 
state of AL, but as far as the majority of voters in AL feel, they 
just aren’t ready to let go of their hateful bigoted 
discriminatory divisive language. Feel free to pat yourself on 
the back, for not living in Alabama. 

The thing that’s most galling is, that the media coverage on 
this horrible hateful vote has been almost nil. The first article 
in the MCALL about the outcome of the vote, came out on 
November 28. At least it included that the most ardent 
supporting group aimed at keeping segregation in the 
Alabama Constitution is the Christian Coalition. Uh huh, they 
don’t just want to keep rights away from GLBT people... 

Meanwhile, did you catch ABC’s 20/20 show about the 
murder of Matthew Shepard? The “news” magazine show 
opted to rewrite history and “inform the public that new 
evidence indicates it wasn’t a hate crime at all, that the 
murderer just did it in a meth induced rage.” ABC not only 
ignored and rewrote every shred of testimony, eyewitness 
and personal accounts, but they actually took hours of 
interview information from Judy Shepard, (Matthew’s 
mother), cut it up and produced three out of context 
sentences that they insisted showed Judy agreeing with 
them. Judy Shepard has already expressed formal outrage 
at the blatant misrepresentationand distortion of her words. 

The American Press should be providing you with the best 
information about what is going on. But the news media is 
falling down on the job, often because it is controlled by the 
far right. I spoke to a GLBT person before the election who 
actually believed that the current US deficit is about the same 
now as it was during the Clinton administration. Well, he was 
only about 550 billion dollars off. 

My new personal quest is to make the Valley Gay Press into 
a bigger and more informative newspaper. It will take a few 
years, but we will expand this paper, do more investigative 
reporting and get it to ten times as many people. As the VGP 
is now, we have more original columns and articles than most 
GLBT papers anywhere in this country. 

Here's a question, if this paper were tabloid size, would you 
be willing to get it in the mail uncovered, not in an envelope? 
Let me know. Thanks and Happy Holidays. 


SOUTH-SIDE HOT JAZZ 

Songstress Roberta Meek will be singing at Fox Optical for First 
Friday in January in Bethlehem. Admission is free. 



“Our lives begin to end the day we become 
silent about things that matter.” Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

GLBT people worked hard in this election and 
we were successful in Pennsylvania. The national 
exit polls showed that 25% of voters support 
marriage rights, 35% support civil unions, and only 37% want to 
keep gay couples from having any rights at all. That means at least 
60% of voters nationally believe there should be legal recognition 
of our relationships. Last March in Massachusetts 92 legislators 
voted against a state constitutional amendment to ban same-sex 
marriage. All were reelected and two openly gay candidates were 
newly elected to the Massachusetts legislature. In Oregon, where 
hundreds of gay people got married last year, the amendment vote 
was close compared to the vote in states that historically have 
seen less openly gay political activity. 

In October, M. V. Lee Badgett, Ph.D. and Lynn Cornelia, Ph.D. 
of the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, released a 
summary of research findings on coming out in the United States. 
Among other topics, they looked at the impact of coming out on 
heterosexual attitudes and gay related political issues. In the 
aftermath of this election it’s time to seriously look at the politics of 
being out. OUT, being the disclosure of being GLBT to friends or 
family, or of living as an openly GLBT person. 

First, a study of Harvard Business School graduates suggested 
that closeted gay people face discrimination because their 
strategies of nondisclosure resulted in their not “fitting in." 
Heterosexuals never hesitate to confirm their sexual orientation. 
When we avoid mentioning our partners or discussing our social 
life with heterosexuals, we distinguish ourselves by not “fitting in" 
because heterosexuals expose their sexual orientation constantly. 
Being in the closet is no guarantee that you will not be 
discriminatedagainstandit may increaseyourchances. 

Second, heterosexuals who know a gay man or lesbian have 
significantly more favorable attitudes toward gay men and 
lesbians than those who do not. When we try to make positive 
political change we are often told by heterosexuals that there are 
no GLBT people in their legislative district, school or community, 
etc. To make lasting political change every elected official, every 
principal, every pastor, and every parent needs to personally know 
a GLBT person 

Third, heterosexuals who have been told directly by a friend or 
relative that they are gay or lesbian express more favorable 
attitudes than those who guessed or had been told by a third party, 
and their favorable attitudes are stronger when heterosexuals 
report contact with two or more gay men or lesbians. When our 
friends and family members are left to guess about our sexual 
orientation or to hear about it from others, it leaves open to them 
the possibility that we believe there is something inherently wrong 
with being GLBT. Those who may suspect or know from others that 
we are GLBT often do not acknowledge our sexual orientation out 
of their respect for our privacy. Sometimes, younger family 
members who may be GLBT themselves are left without our 
support because they do not feel they can talk freely with us. 
Being open to our families and friends and letting them get to know 
our GLBT friends brings home the simple fact that GLBT families 
need the same legal rights that heterosexuals have. 

Research supports that coming out and directly discussing 
one’s sexual orientation to friends and family fosters more positive 
attitudes and increases societal acceptance of gays and lesbians. 
Give yourself and your community a special gift this holiday. 
Come out to someone in your life. 


FOR LECAL INFO ON 2ND PARENT ADOPTION 

.. .or if your lawyer has questions call The Center for Lesbian and Gay 
Civil Rights in Philadelphia toll free at 1 -866-LGBT-LAW. 















1.42% of voters in Nov cited _ 
important moral value issue: 

A. Iraq War B. Gay Marriage 
I C. Abortion D. School Prayer 


. as their most 


2. The far right org. American Family Association 
insists that because the “SharkTale” movie 

character Lenny is a_, the movie’s hidden 

agenda is to teach kids it’s all right to be gay 
A. cross dresser B. vegetarian 
C. cheerleader D. hairdresser 


3. 49% of 823 respondents ranked . 


first as the 


public figure who has "had the most positive impact 
| on society's perceptions and attitudes toward 
lesbian and gay people," as a result of coming out. 

| A. Rosie O’Donnell B. Barney Frank 

C. Ellen DeGeneres D. Rock Hudson 

| 4. Due to a recent Supreme Court ruling in . 


that country will probably be the next to of fer legal 
same-sex marriage.A. Singapore B. Iceland 
C. Chile D. SouthAfrica 

I 5.Who just said, “I want to see gay second 
husbands - if they get as good a ring as straight 
second wives. I want to see two gay men fight over 
a chintz couch in a breakup. I say let them have 
| marriage.” A. Joan Rivers B. Bruce blanch 
C. Bette Midler D. Jerry Seinfeld 

| 6."Every Man Has a Vtoman Who Loves Him," is at 
No. 1 on the dance charts with a supportive same- 
j sex marriage remix. The song was by: 

A. John and Yoko B. Sonny and Cher 
1 C. Peaches and Herb D.The Captain andTennille 

I 7. The new Greater Lehigh Vblley Infoline phone 
| number is: 

I 8. Alexander the Great was born in_(B.C.E.). 

A. 2330 B. 1533 C. 356 D.12 

9. Alexander’s boyfriend was named: 

A. Hephaestion B. Hamadan 

| C. Eroticanas D. Marvin 

10. In Nov., Alabama voters voted on whether to 

I remove State Constitutional language that required 
school segregation. By a narrow vote, the language 
was: A. removed B. changed to just exclude gay 
| youth C. watered down D. kept in place 
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INTERWEAVE FORUM 

I "Interweave will host a Breakfast Forum at 
Unitarian Universalist Church of LV, Jan. 23, 9 
am, 8:45 am for coffee & bagels. The theme is 
"The Queer Alphabet: Defining and explaining 
the letters that make up the GLBTIQA 
Community." Interweave - GLBTAI group at 
the UUCLV. Meets every 3rd Sunday, monthly. 
Information: 610-866-7652. 


We believe it would 
improve the quality of 
life in the Lehigh 
Valley rf all people 
were equally protected 
from unfair discrimination 
based upon actual or 
perceived: race, color 
religion, national 
origin,ancestry or place 
of birth, sex. sexual 
orientation, gender 
identity, marital 
status, family status, 
age. disability or use of a 
guide animal, in the 
areas of employment, 
housing, and public 
accommodation. 

PA-GALA 

Valley Gay Press 

Allentown Human 
Relations Commission 

Safe-Space of 
Lehigh University 

PFLAG Lehigh Villey 

ACCO -A Chorus 
Celebrating Wbmen 

GLORA 

Pride of the GU/ 

LV Gay Men’s Chorus 

NCC GLBT Student 
Union 

The Lehigh Vblley 
Labor Party 

EQUAL! at Agere 

Metropolitan 
Community Church iy 

OutThere - Cedar Crest 

9th Street Shelter 
Allentown 

LV Community 
Action Committee 

GLEE at Air Products 

FACT 

AIDS Outreach 

The Unitarian 
Universalist 
Church LV 

GLOSS 

LEPOCO 

GLISN of 
Dun & Bradstreet 

AIDS Services Center 

Theatre Outlet 

Integrity - Bethlehem 

The Lehigh Nteltey 
Religious 
Society of Friends 
(Quakers) 

Civic Theater 
19th Street Theatre 

The Latin Alliance 

The Enigma Players 

New Covenant 
Family Ministries 


Properties of Merit 

Allentown City 
Democratic Committee 

Episcopal Diocese 
of Bethlehem 

Puerto Rican Cultural 
Alliance 

Turning Point of 
the Lehigh Valley 

Muhlenberg Theater I 
Association 

Crime Victims Council of 
the Lehigh Vblley 

To add your 
organization to this list. 
Contact VFP 


QUOTE #1 

“I do know one thing (about Nov. 2nd’s election results) I 
will not become less visible because of this. As much as it 
is hard to be "out" in the face of people who are against us, I 
strongly believe that visibility has been a big part of what 
has brought us this far, and to push further and achieve full 
equality will require full visibility. So I ask everyone to think 
about where else you can be more "ouf and visible." 
-local activist John Early 


QUOTE #2 

"Civil partnership has not been designed as a legal 
relationship for people who are related to each other, it is 
a new legal relationship for same-sex couples so that they 
can have the legal recognition that they cannot currently 
get." -United Kingdom Minister for Equality and 
Women Jacqui Smith on the House of Common’s 
vote supporting a civil partnership bill for same-sex 
couples and its rejection of the far right’s effort to 
derail the bill by extending it to any family partner, 
which would have “created legal nonsense.” 


QUOTE #2 

"The biggest news is that these marriages aren't news. 
The sky hasn't fallen and life has gone on normally. The 
difference is that same-sex couples and their families 
finally have the same protections as others." 

- HRC’s Cheryl Jacques in the one year anniversary 
of legal same-sex marriage in Massachusetts. 


QUOTE#4 

"The most obvious lesson from Sodom is that when 
you're attacked by an angry mob, the holy thing to do is to 
offer up your virgin daughters." - Columnist Nicholas 
Kristof i TheNewYorkTimes i OcL23 i _^_^^_^ 

Dfetelfink® Things to be 
bym£yzet«. ii/ou thankful for...' 



HAPPY HOLIDAY? FROM VCP^i 


The editorial columns and political cartoon that appear in Valley Gay Press 
express the opinions of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinion or attitude of this publication. VGP makes no indication of the sexual 
orientation of persons, organizations, or businesses mentioned in any issue. 



































